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PREFACE 

_____ 

 

 At the request of many friends, I am publishing in book form the 

paper read by me before the members of the Epsom and District 

Literary Society, with reproductions of the various slides shown on the 

occasion.  By doing so, I trust it will help to preserve for reference 

items of some interest relating to Epsom. 
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REMINISCENCES 

OF 

EPSOM. 

___________ 

 

I 
 have been urged to write a paper on my reminiscences of Epsom.  This request, I take 

it, has been made to me, because I am one, among the very few of the present 

inhabitants, who can claim to have been born in the place and to have lived in it the 

greater part of my life.  I have consented somewhat reluctantly, feeling that I have but 

little qualification for such an undertaking. 

 My first intention was to comply strictly with the request and simply to read my paper, 

but having, however, come across a few old pictures bearing upon this period, I propose to 

show them.  I am indebted to several friends for help in this direction. / 1 / 

 My Grandfathers, William Andrews, and William Dorling, were both old inhabitants, 

and each in his way took an important part in the affairs of the town, I therefore venture to 

give their portraits. The former, a builder, settle in Epsom about the year 1790, and the latter 

came in the year 1821.  He set up the first printing office in Epsom and established the 

business I now carry on.  The houses in which they lived can be seen in the illustration on the 

opposite page. 

 Those who only know the Epsom of to-day, with its many public institutions, its good 


